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About 95% of the Haitian population are descendants of African slaves. On Jan. 1, 1804, a great slave
revolt produced victory over Napoleon's troops and independence from France. Haiti was the first
black republic world-wide. Following independence, Haiti governed the entire island of Hispaniola
from 1818 to 1839. US troops occupied Haiti from 1915 to 1934. Today, Haiti covers 10,700 square
miles. Most of the country's land is arid and mountainous, deeply eroded and treeless. To the east is
the Spanish-speaking Dominican Republic, two-thirds of Hispaniola. Haiti is the poorest nation in
the western hemisphere. Life expectancy is 54 years, per capita income $379 per annum, 85% of the
population live in absolute poverty, and only 13% of all Haitians have access to potable water. About
60,000 of the country's 6 million people own an estimated 46% of all national wealth. A large number
of Haitians, including an estimated 15,000 abandoned or orphaned children, live and sleep in the
streets of Port-au-Prince. For about a decade after WWII, Haiti experienced substantial growth in
foreign investment, tourism and public works but little was done to provide public services for the
poor. In 1957, Francois Duvalier, a country doctor, was elected president and declared himself head
of state for life. Papa Doc died in 1971, succeeded by 19-year-old son Jean-Claude. The Duvalier
family amassed an huge fortune and created the Tonton Macoutes, a private militia that stifled
political opposition by arresting, torturing and killing with impunity. Jean-Claude fled to exile in
France on February 7, 1986 after food riots grew into nationwide anti-government demonstrations.
A junta led by Lt. Gen. Henri Namphy took power and promised to hold elections and turn the
government over to a new president on Feb. 7, 1988. (Basic data from AP, 01/16/88)
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